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As stated in the subtitle, the book deals mainly with 
the biochemistry of steroid hormones. The chemistry 
is treated in an introductory chapter of only 12 pages, 
with emphasis on the nomenclature. There is no 
chapter on methods in steroid biochemistry. A rather 
extensive section on biosynthesis is followed by a 
chapter on regulation of biosynthesis that mainly 
deals with the adenotropic hormones of the pituitary 
that control steroidogenesis, the role of the cyclic 
nucleotides, and the prostaglandins. The chapter on 
biological function of steroid hormones is compara- 
tively brief and centres on reactions in man and labo- 
ratory animals. Comparative aspects of steroid 
hormones are only touched on in sections on insect 
hormones, the ecdysteroids; their structure, biosyn- 
thesis and function are briefly discussed. The most 
elaborate chapter (6.5 pages) is that on the molecular 
biology of steroid action, dealing mainly with steroid 
receptors and the effects on RNA and protein syn- 
thesis, including also basic information on molecular 
biology (DNA biosynthesis, RNA biosynthesis, 
protein biosynthesis). More than 800 original articles, 
mainly those published in the last five years, are 
listed in the references. 
In its aims, the present book is similar to ‘Biochem- 
istry of steroid hormones’ by H. J. L. Makin (Ed.), 
Blackwell Scientific Publications, 1975, a text that is 
more readable especially for students. This is because 
Trager, aiming to be comprehensive, often refers to 
conflicting results and fails to evaluate them. In a 
new edition, one would wish that outdated theories, 
e.g., the hypothesis of Hynes and Berthet on the con- 
trol of corticoid biosynthesis by corticotropin, as well 
as other less important material, would be set in small 
print, so that the reader can grasp the present state of 
knowledge more easily. 
As a whole, the book can be recommended for all 
those who are interested in the biochemistry of steroid 
hormones. I presume that it will be used only by 
German speaking scientists in the field of biochemistry, 
pharmacology and endocrinology including clinical 
endocrinology. Owing to the many references given 
to recent papers, it is a valuable source book for the 
specialist. 
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The volume contains the proceedings of the Second 
International Conference of Environmental Mutagens, 
Edinburgh, July 11-l $1977. It contains the texts of 
the Plenary and Symposium lectures given by interna- 
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